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SUBSECT: Military Discipline of the Soviet Cecupation Forces in
Gornany

"The Minister of the armed Torees, USSR, Marshal of the Soviet
Union, Comrade Bulranin, demanded in his directive #5, dated 23 February
1948, that all Soviet military persomnel honestly and ably perform their
military duties; that they dilipently study rilitary sclences that they
ba prepared under all conditions to defend the interests of the Soviet
government.

#This directive has a special meaning %o us here in Germany who
represent the advance guard of the Soviet armed forces. Ve are far
awgy fron the frontiers of our fatherland and are in direct contact
with the arned forces of the Amoricans s the French, and the British.,

"Day by day the »olitical situation in Germany is beeoming more
and nore critical,  The inglo-American imperialists have broken all thelw
pledges made when thoy were our alliss. They have not carricd out the
demilltarization and demoeratization of Germany. They unhesitatingly
split Germony in balf and creuted Bizonia. They cestroyed the ACA, and,
what is more,they are preparing the western part of Germany as a "nlace
dfarmas" to be used in an attack on the USSR and countries of new democracy.
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CONFIDENTIAL

"The Anglo-imericans have created in Bizonia military formations
composed of former 58 members, Bandera and Chetnik followers, as well as
of other bandits and traitors to their fatherlands. ¥ithout any scruples -
they dispatch into owr zone sples, saboteurs, bandits, provocateurs,
and mirderers. They have iransformed their sectors of Berlin into a
base for spy work and for the realisation of their anti-Soviet plans.

‘*During the last few months there has been a series of mmrders of
Soviet persomnel, robberies, and murders of Cerman populaiion, all
accomplished by gangsters under Anglo-imerican direction.

"The 18th of March anti-Soviet demonstration in front of the Berlin
Reichstag clearly shows that the Anglo-Americans knmow no limits to their
provocative nmoves.

%Under such circumstances we cannot kmow what other vrovocations
the Anglo-Americans are planning., ¥e can only demand that sach soldier,
each officer of the army of occupation be always on the alert, ready for
combat, and adhers to the strictest mililary discipline,

"Unfortunately, however, many breaches of military discipline,
erimes, and extraordinary cvents lead the Commsander-in-Chief of the
Soviet !'ilitary Group %o the conclusion that a great many cowmanders
and political workers have failed %o analyze properly the special
situation existing in Cermany and to take adequate measures o meintain
proper military discipline and combat readiness. IEvenis show that many
cormanders and political workers have forgotten the speclal lebter from
the TsKVKP (b), on the subject of professors Kiyueva and Roskin, and
continue to aceept utmost insecurity.

25X1

"Batrayal of the fatherland, descrtion, suicides, and robbery of
Gorman population, performed by members of the occupation forces, are
sad facts which commanders and political workers should have proporly
analyzed with a view to taking practical corrective measures.

9The lack of practical corrective measures is borne out by the
fact that extraordinary events and immoralities have been on the increese,
The situation is particularly bad in the 207th Rifle Division cormanded
by Major General Shatilov, with Lt. Colonel Kamensky as the political
officer; in the 12th Cuards Tank Division commanded by Major General Gerko,
with Colonel Zhukov as the political officer; in the 6th Cuards AMA division
commanded by Colonel Nekrasov, with Lt, Colonel Savinig as the political
officer,

"Investigation of military discipline and of extraordinary evenis,
for 1947 and the first quarter of 1948, shows that such extraorcinary
evenis as treason to the fatherland, desertion, suicide, and robbery
are in 7% of all cases the result of Soviet military persommel keceping
or living with German wvomen.

"Unfortunutely, it must be stated that this moral depradation of
Soviet personnel with Cerman women goes on under the very eyes of the
unit commanders, the political workers, the party organizations, and the
¥omsomol roups, every one of vhich has the primary responsibility of
preventing treason to the fatherland, degertion, and liaison with
foreigners.
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"In the 19th Cuurds lechunized leginent of the 8th Mhoards Jechunized
Division, cozens of colddlers and officcrs have been livin~ +ith Cornan
women. To supply thelr women, these soldisprs and officirs enpaged in
robbing the loc:l opulation. The affair reached such pronortions that
soldiers and their Gormun vomen vere entertaines at drinlking partics held
in the offfcers? :istresses! apartnenta und vice versa., Officers 1-ad
their men in cystematic plundering of Gernan roperty. I am suecifically
referring to the ecase of Sr. Lb. radeev and Y4, Berezutski, vho huave boen
court marticled by this time,

"A1l this happencd under the very eyes of rasiensible cormanders 5
and of party and ¥onsomol chicfs. It is obvious that these roswonsible
individuals did not take tha srouble to acquaint themselves «ith the
morale situation of thelr own units. They Iailed to realize that 4heir
units included persomel who have served o long neriod with oceunabion
forees on foreirm territory, who huve been Zormer Zorman I g, and vho
have come in contact with snglo—-american anti-Soviot bourgeois inlluence
and proparanda., .

"Iducation of persomnel stiil contimes on formal lines vithout
including long-range Bolshevik ideolo:y, taking into <ceount the cpeciyl
sibuution found in Gormany.  Iroguently contire groups of ilitury
personnel assi-ned to econoric ..nd speeiul units are not included in
any organized cultural edusutionyl vork und ten? to “isavncar entirely
out of sirht of thelr cormmunders s poliliczl workers, and party and
Komsonol circles,

"lducational tork lucks Dolshovik anpressiveness and only feeble
atterpls ure made to attack cavitalist socicty und caritalisct culture
and even .meric . Lnperislisn, Personnel ure not inoculater with prover
hatred towards .nglo—.incrican cani‘alists, imperialists s ThirTiongers,
and deadly eneres of the ncv demoeracios -nd world nrace.  Tnsufitciorst
attention iz ~iven %o propor Lolshevik virilonce, vatriotisn, and wride
in our Sovist Uoeialist Fatherland.

fSome militury uniis conduet theip morning and evenin~ roll ealle
in an uninScrested routine mamer. .is o recult of thiz inattontion 4o
duty, soldicrs ure uble 4o be 4.0L trithout (reat 2ifficulty; shey nay
even becone descriers vithout bein-~ deteeted.

"On 14 Yarch 1948, tuenly-two enlisted ren .OL fron the 57th
Ouards Rifle Division vent on & drinkin- varty with their officers in
the village of Sondershuousen. Thon apprehended hy a rilitary nalrol, -
they shot und killed Soputy Comandant » Dant. Gorbotenko. Pishehenio,
& soldier of the 036th lovitzer Reginent of the 39th Difle Tivision
has been livings vith o Corman wonan, Gertrude Buor, since 1947; no one
soened o be interested in this matber.

"Communcers and political vorkers must unierstand that abseonce
vi.thout leuve is & vory serious situa.ion whieh leads to erine un
treason %o the :atherland,

"Greznov, o nrivete of the 58th Tank raining Puttulion, 11lth
Guards Zank “dvision, lived under the influence of a Cernun -irl,
Sowald. Il finally cecided to cormit treason to his fatherland by
defecting to the .moricans. Greznov and Sewald were apprehended by
the border ruards at the demarcation line. .

lany comnanders are influenced by two extremes in prescrving
nilitary discipline; they cither try to conceul breaches of discipline
or take drastic ncasures contrary to Aoy regulations. Officcrs are
often placed under disciplinary arvest without the benefit of court
martial or preference of charges. At the sume tinme diseinlincry
stockades are often no more shan rest casms wherc garbling and drinkine
reign. “irrestees must be subjected to educution wn’ not to rudoness,
shouting, beatings, whiihtvlolateoﬁhg U%E%gmual's parsoncl dimmity
. 3 eventual treason cldee -
and may lead to eventua — !}ﬁ'ﬁf 5%\
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"In ecrtuin units, officers ang menerals have entirely drifted
avay {rom the problems of their men., These ‘individuals hove no idea
of vhut thelr mwen ihink or dos  This situation shous a serious lack
of initiative on <he purt of party and Worisorold orraniz.tions. It is
noted that a great nercentage of misdemeanors are cormitted over weelk..
ends or holidays vhen enlisfed men are apparently left on their om
without any planned recreational faellities. They thorefore nroceed
t0 seek diversion in drinking and going out with Gernun wonen,

"Purty und Womsomol orjanizations huve failed to reuch their poal
vherein cach Corrmnist ans cach Komsomol. merber should not only set an
example to others by his behavior but in addition should also assume
responsibility Tor the conduct of his comracdes,

TInvestigation of thefts from tho 0ZG warehouse reveals that
approxinately 140 “individuals, including party and Konsonol ncenmbers,
personally knew <hat sunplies have been disapvearing from the ware-
house contimually over a long period of time. However, no one ALY
ently thourht of reportins this matter. Uractly the same situation
1s applicablc to the thofts from the 3724th srtillery Tepot,

"all this nroves that party and Komsomol orranizutions have not
indoctrinated their morbers in their ~utics, wnd wnit ecorrunders have
failed to derund Proper sunport from these orcuniz.lions,

"In order to ruisc the rattle readiness of rililury units » irprove
militory discinline s ¢ elinminate extraordinury and immoral events, I
hereby reconricnd:

"lo Cormunders and politiecal officers of ull militury units af+e:
a personal investlcation are ‘o subnmit a report on ‘he enpe
dition of wilitary diseinline in their respective units hy
1 iy 1948, Such renorts are to become nonthly reports thereafor, and
are to ineclude nmeasurcs teken, jointly ith representatives of the
legal wn counter-intellirence scetions, to irmrove militey
discinline,

"2 IHlitary and politic.l educutional work is to be imroved in all
units. Potriotisn an’ vride in the UUSE should be stressed os
much as o burnin- hatred of the danglo-weriemn cavitaliste
imperialists, *

"3, Comanders zre to inform ull “heir persomnel of the nolitieal
situation in fornany.

"4s Tecisive s%eps arc to be taken to improve administretive duties
in all regincnts s buttalions, an: scetions,

"5, Party and Komsomol. organizations are %o adhere strictly to the
viork expected of them,

6. uecepbuble proerans smet be organized for military ans noliticel
educ.tion in vhich a1l prrsonnet will purticipute,

7. Set up unt utilize cowrt martial orocedure,

8. In raisin- nili sary discipline, unit comhat hisdories are to be
taught.
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"9, :ill intercourse with Cerman vopulation is ‘lg e prohiﬂiﬁég; .-
German restaurants, might clubs, bars, and theaters are o
be declared out of bounds,
"0, Laintain the strictest ordor in all conpounds .
"li. Soviet law should be taught to 4ll pcreomel.,

"12. Prosecutors and eourts nartial arc to impose the musrirmum
penaltics on all traitors, deserters s und criminals,

Comander-in-Chief of the Group of Oceupation
Forecos in Gernany,

Harshal of the U3SE Sokolovski

Jeputy dor foliticxl Affairs to the
Correndor-in-Chief »

L4, Cenoral Ponarmurcv”
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